TO:

Naas Area Councillors
CC:

Kildare County Councillors

RE:

Sallins Wharf / Sallins Pier Green - Amenity Zoning

Dear Councillor,

We write to communicate our views on a (very recently) proposed amendment to the Sallins local area plan. A green space exists within the Sallins Pier and Wharf estates which was originally designated for the Sallins bypass. When the road was re-routed residents successfully requested the land be zoned Amenity in keeping with an already well established precedent. 
The landowner of the estate green space has now indicated an intention to reverse that Amenity zoning. Although the planning process has twice sided with residents we are aware a majority of Councillors could elect to override the County Managers decision. Whilst we are confident this is an unlikely scenario we would nonetheless like to recap on the arguments in favour of zoning and some relevant facts on the situation:

· The land in question forms the estate green and is used daily by residents, children at play, walking dogs, recreation etc etc ; a well established precedent

· Since 2005 the green has been maintained entirely at the expense and efforts of the surrounding residents

· The carriageway into estates was never designed even for existing houses (Sallins Pier was due separate access which was altered at planning)

· Above point and the possibility of further development also impacts upon the neighbouring estates of Osberstown Park and Osberstown Court
· Whilst it is six months since the Amenity zoning was made (in the Managers report) the developer only initiated contact with residents now in the final week before adoption
· The proposed ‘land swap’ mentioned by builder consists of the 30M canal setback which cannot be built on anyway
· Concerns exist as to strains on the estate infrastructure arising from further development

· There is a clear lack of open space within the village; green space is at a premium

· A huge number of residents expressed a clear wish for Amenity zoning within the area plan submissions

· The County Manager has recommended the land be zoned Amenity
We now ask you to uphold the submissions of the residents and the recommendation of the county manager and ratify the Amenity zoning as per draft plan.
Yours:

______________________________________________________________
